Un this day...

June 29, 1919 —

lassachusetts

Ratifies the 19th Amendment

On June 4, 1919 Congress approved the 19th Amendment

and forwarded it to the states for

ratification.

United

all to whom these presents shall cotme, Greeting:
3 @extity That the copy hereto attached is a true copy

1. resgoln

In testimony wheveot I, . Frank L. Polk, Acting
Secretary of State, have hereunto caused the Seal of the Depart-

this _oth .. dayof .. une. . 1918,

Waited States of America “The right of citizens of the

T | not be denied or abridged
| bythe United States or by

L:: :1:*: womens"the originel of which is 03!
any State on account of sex.

19th Amendment to the U.S.
o e Constitution

States to vote shall
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L:fi" Secrelary fo:rI
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was sent to Massachusetts under this

cover. MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES I Cf CIT ed O the

" i Legislative Hearmes

The official text of the 19¢h Amendment At the Massachusetts State House the documents were

legislative Committee on Federal Relations.

Nearly 500 people, mostly women, attended hearings in

- o 8 s the newly built East Wing. Advocates wore yellow mari-
B e e S golds. “Anti-suffragists” wore red roses. On June 14th,

the M rat Session,

Sl Ef}:i%ffzzﬁé thouasia nize mndred the Boston Globe reported that the morning was given
I p to advocates, while the “antis” had their “innings” in the

Proposing an ﬁmendment to the Constitution extending the

afternoon.

- : . right of suffrage to women.

- ——— -

Resolved by the Senate snd House of Representatives

of the United States of America in Congress assembled

(two-thirds of each House concurring therein), That the

following article is proposed as an amendment o the Con-
gtitution, which shall be valid to all intents and purposes
as part of the Constitubtion when ratified by the legislatures
of three-fourths of the several States.

TARTICLE
"Phe right of citizens of the United States to vote

ghall not be denied or abridged by the United 3tates or
by any State on account of sex.

"Gonoress shall have power to enforce this article
by appropriate legislation.”

#. H. GILLETT;
SPaaker of the House uf‘ﬁeyresentativeu.

THOS . R, MARSHALL (J
Vice FPresident “of the United States and
Pregident of the Senate.

A second page transmitted the wording of the 19th Amendment.

MASSACHUSETTS ARCHIVES

True colors: yellow marigolds for suffragists, red roses for
anti-suffragists during legislative hearings. Yellow was
the preferred color for suffragists nationally. Some wore
yellow roses or sunflowers.

COMMONWEALTH
MUSEUM

William Francis Galvin
Secretary of the Commonwealth

Period postcard of the Massachusetts State House painted white to match the new east
and west wings constructed of marble and granite. STATE LIBRARY OF MASSACHUSETTS

'The Massachusetts Senate approved the
amendment on June 19¢h. June 25th

would be the date of the final debate and

vote in the House.

SUFFRAGE
MA ¢




Making Hstory

After years of advocacy and debate over women’s
suffrage, Massachusetts became the 8th state to ratify

“In this State from now on,
our entire efforts will be
concentrated upon securing
ratification in other states.”
Agnes H. Morey, Massa-
chusetts Chairman of the
National Womans Party

Alice Paul,

LiBRARY OF CONGRESS

Point...

In the months before the final debate both
sides had been organizing. Alice Paul
came to Boston for a ratification rally.
She had gained national recognition for
radical protest and had endured hunger

strikes and forced feeding in jail.

Counter Point...

On May 13, 1919 the Boston Globe
reported “Socialism, Bolshevism
and woman suffrage were bundled
together at a protest meeting at
Tremont Temple last night.” One
speaker alleged that women voters
in Russia had made children the
property of the state.

Tremont Temple. Justin DONNELLY

At the State House

The week of June 25th was dangerously hot in Bos-
ton. Newspapers reported that one person had died
from the heat and five were “prostrated.” The House
oallery was reserved entirely for women that day. An
equal number of tickets were passed out for suffrag-
ists and anti-suftragists. More suftragists than anti-
suffragists attended.

Roll Call

A final anti-suffrage attempt failed on the House
floor. It would have delayed the vote in favor of

a state wide referendum. On a roll call vote, the
amendment passed 185-47. After the final vote there
was silence in the galleries for a moment until mem-
bers of the House began to applaud on the floor.
Women in the galleries responded with cheers and
applause. House Speaker Joseph E. Warner smiled

while banging the gavel in a mock call for order.

the 19th Amendment
on June 25, 1919.
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Miss Paul to SpeaK |
at Ratification Rally

aizg Alece Paul, chairman of the Na-

tional Woman's party, 18 coming to
.J.. Boston Wednesday night, when she will
spealks at the ratification rally to he
held in Ford Hall, Miss Paul, who is
the leader of the organization that |
planned and carried out the militant
demonstratibns of the suffrage rnove-
ment, will make her first lppﬁariumel
in Boston at the meeting.

.H.._.

Boston Post, June 17, 1919. Boston PuBLIC LIBRARY

Suffrage Amendment
 Ratified by Bay State
" RATIFIED BY BAYSTATE * ‘<

- House Votes 185 to 47 for Votes for Women—28 More Votes Than Necessary to Pass 5”# . Dy
ACE | Measure—Galleries Filled With Suffragists and Antis Who Applaud Every Utterance : o
AYED For or Against the Amendment—Referendum Killed by a Vote of 67 to 166

The Boston Post, June 26. 1919

BostoN PuBLIC LIBRARY

The Boston Post [24%=

fhikad Ui IURSLA UK 24, | el v Poak PyMiadini i F;

e - o 3 falals oty F

The Boston P 26 1979 S T e s e e
The suff ragists wer happy over their success, In the g o are, | iehit

e Boston Post, June 206. s yae avy v U S 1 g e 1t i i

Keene, Mrs, Charles Semner Bird, Mrs. Mary A Mahan ack row, Mizs
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. Mdklﬂg it OﬁClﬂ[.'
In the year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Nineteen. M dSSdC h use ZTS 7 dtl»ﬁgj‘
the 19th Amendment.
RESOLUTIONS FRotidying the pohooed Amendment Lo the Conoddtud idution of
tha Tnitac Blates retatine Ao sxtenbing She Right. of Bufdsare Lo Foues. MASSACHUSETTS
liheneas, The sitty-siath Congreos by both houses fassed the following
prohosed amendment 10 Lhe Conatitution of the United Stotes by o conoti- ARCHIVES

futional majority of iwo thinds thereof, 1o @i,

Joint aesolution hnohooing an amendment L0 the Conoldiution elending

ihe rght of ouffrage Lo vomen.
ARTICLE - .

The night of citizens ol the United Stotes 1o wote sholl not be denmded
o abridged by the United Stotes o by ony Siole on account of oer. Con
grens shall hove posen fo enforce Lhin antdcle by ahinohrdote legiolalion

Beoolued, Thot the soid mohosed amendment Lo Lhe Comstidution io hene-
by natified by the Legislotune of The Commomseoith of Mossochusedids.

fecolved, Thot o cendified cofw of the foregoing heandle and resoluldion
be fovsanded by the Govenmon Lo the Secnetony of Stote for the Undled
States, in accordance sith ssetion fwo hundred ond five of Lhe Heviced
Stotutes of Lhe United Stotes.

Genote, Jume 19, K14

Adohted. Bent dosn for Comncunnence.
DG ek,

Massachusetts was the 8th state to ratity,
but women would not have the right to
vote until August 1920, when the requi-
site %th of the states had also ratified.




