Founding Mother

The Seneca Falls Convention began a six decade
career of womenss rights activism by Elizabeth
Cady Stanton.

“It has been said that I forged the

thunderbolts and she fired them.”
Elizabeth Cady Stanton on her

partnership with Susan B. Anthony
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with twelve servants. Early in her marriage
Cady Stanton had a more modest lifestyle in
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She has been called the “outstanding philosopher” of the
womens movement. Even in childhood Elizabeth Cady
Stanton had a passion for equality. In order to compete
with boys she studied the “books they read and the games
they played,” beginning a lifelong habit of intellectual cu-
riosity. Later, as the mother of seven children, she some-
times felt like a “caged lioness.” Elizabeth wrote speeches

When her children were older
Cady Stanton toured eight months
each year as a paid lecturer. One
winter she traveled forty to fifty
miles a day by sleigh, often in
sub-zero temperatures, when west-
ern railroads were not running.
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Low Point

The womens suffrage movement split over the 15th Amendment,
Late in life, Elizabeth guaranteeing voting rights to black men but not women. Elizabeth
Cady Stanton wrote her (g dy Stanton broke with former abolitionist colleagues arguing in
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